
Echo •  I am altering my course to starboard. 
  Inland Intention – In sight – Passing with one-half mile 
  International Action – In sight 
 

India • •  I am altering my course to port. 
  Inland Intention – In sight – Passing with one-half mile 
  International Action – In sight 
 

Sierra • • •  I am operating astern propulsion. In sight 
 

Hotel • • • •  I have a pilot aboard. 
  Both Restricted Visibility – additional signal PDV pilot vessel 
 

5 or more • • • • • • • • Danger Signal. – In sight  No single letter meaning 
 

Tango ─  Keep clear of me 
  Inland When a power-driven vessel is leaving a dock or berth 
  Both A vessel nearing a bend or an area of a channel or fairway where 

other vessels may be obscured. 
  Both Restricted Visibility – PDV underway and making way 
 

Mike ─ ─  My vessel is stopped and making no way through the water. 
  Both Restricted Visibility – PDV underway and not making way 
 

Oscar ─ ─ ─ Man overboard. 
 

Delta ─ • •  Keep clear of me; I am maneuvering with difficulty. 
  Both Restricted Visibility – NUC, RAM, Sail, Fish, Tow 
  International Restricted Visibility – Constrained by her draft 
 

Bravo ─ • • • I am taking in, or discharging, or carrying dangerous goods. 
  Both Restricted Visibility – A vessel being towed. 
 

Golf ─ ─ • Single letter meaning does not… Overtaking Narrow Channel – In sight 
  International HEY YOU I am turning to starboard to pass on your starboard side. 
 

Zulu ─ ─ • • Single letter meaning does not… Overtaking Narrow Channel – In sight 
  International HEY YOU I am turning to port to pass on your port side. 
 

Charlie ─ • ─ • Yes (affirmative). Being Overtaken Narrow Channel – In sight 
  International the vessel about to be overtaken… shall indicate her agreement by… 
 

Romeo • ─ •  No single letter meaning. Additional Signal at Anchor 
  Both A vessel at anchor may in addition sound… 
 

BBBBB   Rapid ringing of the ship’s bell for 5 seconds. 
  Both A vessel at anchor shall… 
 

BBBBB     GGGGG Rapid ringing of the ship’s bell for 5 seconds followed by rapid 
ringing of the gong for 5 seconds. 

  Both In a vessel of 100 meters or more in length at anchor shall… 
 

B/  B/  B/     BBBBB     B/  B/  B/ 
B/  B/  B/     BBBBB     B/  B/  B/    GGGGG 
  Both A vessel aground shall… 
 

Uniform • • ─  You are running into danger. 
  Both A vessel aground may in addition sound an appropriate whistle 

signal. 
 


